
DENNISM. O'BRIEN, MEMBER
ROOM 100 MAIN CAPITOL

HOUSE BOX 202020
HARRISBURG, PA 17120-2020

PHONE: (717) 787-5689
FAX: (717) 787-1339

PHILADELPHIA OFFICE:
9811 ACADEMY ROAD, LOWER LEVEL

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19114-1715
PHONE: (215)632-5150

FAX: (215) 560-5904
Jfoust of !%epresentatives

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

December 30,1999

Independent Regulatory Review Commission
Attn: Commissioners
333 Market St.
Harrisburg 2,14th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

ORIGINAL

COPIES: McGinley

Sandusky

Wilmarth
Wyatte
Notebook

COMMITTEES

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
CHAIRMAN

JUDICIARY
POUCY

<

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing in my capacity as Chairman of the Health and Human Services Committee here at
the House of Representatives because I have a concern about the Department of Health's
Proposed Regulation 10-154.

Specifically, the square footage requirement for sleeping space is unreasonable. The Department
claimed the regulations purpose was to amend out-dated physical plant regulations. Section
705.5(b), however, goes to far. The requirement could cause otherwise good facilities to reduce
capacity - a capacity we could ill afford to lose.

I support the Department's right and duty to ensure that poor facilities not be allowed to operate
in Pennsylvania, but this requirement is in fact not therapeutic. Residents trying to overcome
addiction do not need large bedrooms, they need counseling and therapeutic activities to help
them recover.

Thank you in advance for you consideration in this very important matter.

Sincerely,

DENNIS M. O'BRIEN, Chairman
Health and Human Services Committee
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I am writing in my capacity as Chairman of the Health and Human Services Committee here at
the House of Representatives because I have a concern about the Department of Health's
Proposed Regulation 10-154.

Specifically, the square footage requirement for sleeping space is unreasonable. The Department
claimed the regulations purpose was to amend out-dated physical plant regulations. Section
705.5(b), however, goes to far. The requirement could cause otherwise good facilities to reduce
capacity - a capacity we could ill afford to lose.

I support the Department's right and duty to ensure that poor facilities not be allowed to operate
in Pennsylvania, but this requirement is in fact not therapeutic. Residents trying to overcome
addiction do not need large bedrooms, they need counseling and therapeutic activities to help
them recover.

Thank you in advance for you consideration in this very important matter.

Sincerely,

DENNIS M. O'BRIEN, Chairman
Health and Human Services Committee
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